
DEGREES AWARDED BY THE GRADUATE SCHOOL 2023-2024

Duke University 
Department of Sociology
Graduation Ceremony
Griffith Film Theater, Bryan Center
Sunday, May 12, 2024 at 12:30 p.m.

Class of Class of 
20242024

Master’s Degrees Awarded in Sociology

May 2024

Alexander Rogers

Ph.D. Degrees Awarded in Sociology

December 2023

Em Maloney
“Three papers on the relationship between identity and status              

processes: occupational status, occupational identity and emotion, and 
the transgender identity”

May 2024

Bernard Coles
“Reconsidering Adolescent Society: Racial Differences in Social    

Learning, Violence, and Health”

Aidan Combs
“The Measurement and Implications of Meaning Uncertainty for Social          

Interaction”

Pamela Zabala Ortiz
“Black, but “Not Black”: Dominican Racial Contestations and the Pursuit 

of Authentic Blackness”



Class of 2024 Ceremony
Beles Abebe

Josh Allen

Clementine Biddle*AC

Michael Cao*

Nicky Chico

Mackenzie Culp*

Amir Daley

Claire Davidson

Parker DeckerAC

Katherine DeSimone

Kyerah EtheridgeC

Francesca Frelick

Staci Mary Grimes

Jiayi Hao

Natalia Elena HauserW

Emily Heraty

Essence Hughes

Brandon Lee Johnson

Kaia Kaemmerlen

Faris Khan

Alex KilpatrickAW

Victoria E. Kovarik*AW

Olivia Levitan

Caimiao Liu*

Ethan Murray

Aeneas Peebles

Miguel Alejandro Ramirez

Ashley Shaaf

Amber Claire Smith*AM

Xinhui (Emily) SongAW

Luke StormW

Safiyyah Wilson*

Jala Wright

Welcome Remarks
Jen’nan G. Read, Department Chair 
Sally Dalton Robinson Professor 

Gary and Pela Gereffi
Outstanding Alumni Award

Lindsey Harding, ‘07 

Commencement Speaker
Lindsey Harding, ‘07 

Voices of the Class of 2024

Student Awards
Hedwig Lee, Director of Honors Program

Linda K. George Award for 
Best Medical Sociology Paper

Amber Smith

Ida Harper Simpson Award for 
Best Honors Thesis

Mackenzie Culp

Academic Achievement Award for 
Highest GPA

Caimiao Liu

Awarding of Diplomas 
Jen’nan G. Read, Department Chair 

Presentation of Class of 2024

Jenifer Hamil-Luker, Director of Undergraduate Studies

Photos and food following the ceremony

* = With Distinction in Sociology
A= Alpha Kappa Delta Inductee, Sociology Honor Society
C = Concentration in sociology of crime, law, and justice
M = Concentration in medical sociology
W = Concentration in sociology of work and organizations

                                       Commencement Speaker

Lindsey Harding graduated from Duke University in 2007 with a 
bachelor’s degree in sociology and markets and management certificate.  
At Duke, she developed into one of the nation’s top point guards, 
winning both the Naismith and ESPN National Player of the Year 
awards. Harding was the number one pick in the 2007 WNBA draft, 
where she played nine seasons before transitioning to coaching. In 2008, 
Harding became the second Duke women’s basketball player to have 
their number (10) retired. Currently, Harding is the Assistant Coach for 
the Sacramento Kings and Head Coach of the Stockton Kings. In 2024, 
Harding became the first woman to win the NBA G League Coach of the 
Year Award.


